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hizuka Santo was the™second
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ters. Leamning to fly inthe carly
19805, she started her flying sehool
and helicopter business in 19840
“The Japanese,” she =ays, “are siill
very traditional in their thinking, men
and women have set roles. In theé
19805 there were still only a few
pilis, World War 11 pilos had a
monopoly of the skies and they didn™t
want women to fy.”
Shizuka learnt to fly in the Unmiied
States, fixed wing flying. She says, “l
met many helpful people who suge-
gested 1 should thimk abowt starting
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Helicopter Life visits

Whirly Girl Shizuka Saito

to see how her school in
Japan has developed
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Georgina Hunter-Jones reports

against considerable odds

LT Japan it 15 very rare to find busi-
nesses Tun by women and even maore
unuesual in the world of aviation,

She was givensthe name of 2 man.in
Arizona who had a flight school and
was looking to encoutage Japancse
students to coms and leamn o fy
there. Shizuka sugpested that if he
was prepared to train  helicopter
pilots, then she would be interested.
He could and after much negodiation
gave her the money o start the
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Japanese end of the business.
However, since the cost of living was
50 much higher in Japan than in the
LISA, it was initially guite difficult 1o
find office space in a sensible area a
a good pricg, Luckily ‘:In.-'ukiknq..'.*.
how to ;)frlu. Japanese syd |
she’ ustd her contacts and her hilk-
band’s contacts w find an office ina
poodarca: Héroffice was, and sl 1s,
on geveral floors of an office block in
Minato-ku, near the Tokyo Tower,
which she was allowed to rent at a
ol price,
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pleted she took the students over to
Arizonior training: Each year more
and more students wanted 1o leam to
fly helicopters and, again thanks to
the GODP imbalance between the USA
and Japan, the price was very much
in their favour.

Froam 1958 to 1992 there was mas-
sive economi¢ growth in Japan,
Shizuka says, “things were 50 good
people  started  to . gel  crazy.
Everybody thought it wwould last for-
ever. In 1990 we senl aver ningty stu-
dents to Arizona.””

The school was not the only pant of
Shizuka’s business. During this time
she also secured the Robinson deal
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