Top: Shimotsuma Helipori with
Jennifer Murray®s B4 and Colin
Bodill*s micralizght on the foreconrt
Middie: Alpha Aviation hangar
Lower Middle: Agusia 109 used for
training police cadels

Bottom: Blade cover designed by
Alpha Aviation

ship in Guam, which although
mainly US military also has a few
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had sold four helicopiers o Guam,
when a huge typhoon struck the
couniry, This nod only destroyed
much of the infrastructure bt
caused terrible pollution in the air,
which then led to comrosion on the
helicopters, In 1992 Shizuka decid-
ed w cul her los and bring the g
helicopters out of Guam and back 1o 8
her home in Japan.
1992 was not a good year for
: w1 top of -

she had problems with her aviation
pariner in Arizona, which meant she

realise it was time o move all her

N iraining back 1w J

a place to train. However, after 1992
with 50 many companies going oul
of basin it wa easy o find pen-

ple desperate to get rid of property.
Afier looking at various places she
Came acno vard in Shimotsuma,
§ (north of Tokyo) which was then
8 owned by a truck company whom
the recession had torced to sell. She

realised its potential immediately,

*It was so quiet,” she sad, *sur-
rounded by flat areas and Tsukuba
Mountain in the distance. There
were good hangars and a large area
in front for helipads, with ficlds
next to the site for a practice area,”™
She started the school with three §

N E22s and an A350 Squirrel. She

decided that, reputation being very
important in Japan, she would look
for verv experienced insiruclors

8 with a clean record. “All my

mnstructors have at (M) hours
and no accidents.” This method

clearly worked as to this day she has 538

had no aceidents or incidents.
She soon became wvery busy, she
savs: “Mv n on statement 1s
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